


Page 2 Ju ly/August  Newsletter  Vo lume 2,  Issue 7 

More than just two buildings set on 31 acres of 
park, meadow, and forest, the Crooked Creek   

Environmental Learning Center (ELC) is an        
organization dedicated to promoting                 

environmental and resource conservation        
education in Armstrong County. 

RD #3 Box 323 B 
Ford City, PA 16226 

www.crookedcreekelc.org 

Phone: 724-763-6316 
Fax: 724-763-6915 

Email: elcaet@alltel.net 

The Crooked Creek Environmental Learning 
Center is a beautiful place located next to 
Crooked Creek Lake Park.  The building    
consists of a large meeting room, a fully-

equipped kitchen, a large multipurpose room 
where an extensive collection of mounted     

animals are displayed, a bird watching room 
and a dorm area that comfortably sleeps 26 

people.  Outside, you can take a walk on our 
interpretive trail, play a game of volleyball on 
our sand court or walk through our beautiful 
herb garden.  Please come out and see what 
we have to offer before the summer is over.  

You will be very glad that you did!       

Upcoming Events At The ELC! 
 
Need Act 48 Credits?    
Project Wet, Project Wild, and PA 
Songbird are being offered at the 
ELC on August 9, 10, &11th.   
These workshops are for all    
teachers K-12.   The days are 
packed  with lots of fun things to 
do inside the classroom.  For more 
information please call the ELC at 
724-763-6316 
 
Terry Laux will be giving a      
presentation on the Salamanders 
of PA on Sunday, August 14th at 
2:00 p.m.  This program is FREE  
to the public and we encourage you 
to come and learn something new 
with your family.   



Are you thinking of going back to school? 

The Armstrong Educational Trust has partnered with Penn State’s Educational Opportunity 
Center to offer free services to eligible adults interested in pursuing post secondary          

education.  Free services provided include admissions assistance, financial aid assistance, 
and career counseling.  A representative of the Educational Opportunity Center is available 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month on an hourly basis at the Armstrong    
Education Center in West Hills Industrial Park.  You can meet with a representative FREE of 

charge to get your plan into action.  Representative Connie Kugle has counseled over 100 
adults and young adults here at the AET, helping them to continue their education.   

Armstrong Educational Trust Offers Free Access to PLATO Web Learning 

www.armstrongedutrust.org and 
click on “What’s New” to view a list 
of online courseware offerings, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  G E D  2 0 0 2           
preparation courses, life and job 
skill lessons, basic skills enrichment 
and more.  For Armstrong County     
residents who do not have internet    
access, personal computers are 
available at the Armstrong         
Educational Trust. 

To learn more about enrolling in the 
online adult education classes, contact 
the AET at 724-543-2599. 

The Armstrong Educational Trust 
(AET) has partnered with the   
Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education Foundation Inc. 
to offer free access to PLATO 
Learning Online Adult Education 
Classes to residents of Armstrong 
County. 
 
Adult learners in Armstrong County 
can log on to the AET website at 

Education is an ornament in      
prosperity and a refuge in 

adversity. 
                             -Aristotle 
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Make and appointment with her today! 
Call:  724-543-2599 or 1-800-201-3712 

Educational Links 
Match your skills with possible 
careers www.careerkey.org  
 
Information about careers                      
http://stats.bls.gov/home.htm 
 
Learn about Fast-Growing Jobs  
www.acinet.org 
 
Explore health care careers 
www.chc.hcwp.org 
 

Start exploring career options   
www.careervoyages.gov 
 
U-Promise Program-                
www.upromise.com 
 
Pennsylvania Higher Education As-
sistance Agency (PHEAA)         
www.pheaa.org/ 
 
FAFSA on the Web www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

www.fastweb.com 
www.srnexpress.com 
www.collegeispossible.org 
www.embark.com 
www.finaid.org 
www.wiredscholar.com 
Pennsylvania Dept of Education 
www.pde.state.pa.us/ 
 
PA Virtual Community College                   
www.pavcc.org/index.shtml 
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First Step: Starting a Small Business 

The Armstrong Educational Trust hosts the Clarion University 
Small Business Development Center once a month.  A           
representative is here for a FREE workshop designed to give 
you a head start with your business.  Topics you will discuss  
include: guidelines on how to finance your business, what to 
consider before you start, information needed to start, and the 
importance of a business plan. 

Registration is Required 
Please contact Marcia or Kris at 814-393-2060 

Or Toll Free at 877-292-1843 
 

Next Scheduled Workshop: August 9th, 2005   
Call Today! 

New certificate programs offered through           
Lenape Adult Ed! 

Medical Office Assistant Certificate 
Courses required: 

Keyboarding 
Medical Terminology 
Medical Law & Ethics 

Medical Coding Basics and Intermediate 
Medical Insurance Billing Basics and Intermediate 

Computerized Medical Office 
 

Medical Transcriptionist Certificate 
Courses required: 

Keyboarding 
Medical Terminology 

Medical Coding and Medical Insurance Classes 
Medical Transcription 



West Hills Industrial Park 
81 Glade Drive 
Kittanning, PA 16201 

Phone: 724-543-2599 
Fax: 724-545-6127 
Email: dlbaet@alltel.net 

“Training For Life!” 

experience for me, making friendships to last a lifetime and 
learning a great deal about myself in the process.  Thank you 
for giving me the chance to work for two wonderful        
organizations in   Armstrong County.   

 I love the Americorps program and I encourage 
everyone to take part in “Getting Things Done.”  I am     
excited to be begin classes at Westmoreland County      
Community College at the end of August, majoring in    
Communication Design.  I will always hold my Americorps 
service year close to my heart and look back on it with fond 
memories.  Thanks again to everyone who made this        
experience possible and who has helped me along the way!  

 It seems like only last week that I went to the        
Environmental Learning Center for my interview as an    
Americorps worker.  It was shortly after that I decided to make 
my 1700 hour commitment and serve here at the Armstrong 
Educational Trust and the Environmental Learning Center.  I 
eagerly entered my job site and took every task “by the horns” 
so to speak, did it to the best of my ability, and always with a 
smile. 

 Things that I have done in my term of service       
include: Enrolling new members in PLATO and assisting them 
through the duration of their use, teaching over 1000 children 
about the parts of trees on field trips to the ELC, supervising 
two workers on various projects for over 100 hours, and    
writing and designing the newsletter for both the AET and the 
ELC.   

 Projects that I have been involved in are:  Career Day 
at West Shamokin High School, The Lenape TechnoExpo, 
Family Fun Fest, The ELC Work Weekend, Earth Day Litter 
Pickup, Armstrong County Tree Planting, Grandparents    
Raising Grandkid’s Day, Stand For Children, and Riversweep 
2005. 

 With less than 100 hours left, I can’t believe how fast 
the hours have gone by.  I would like to sincerely thank Dawn, 
Dennis, Mindy, Robin, The AET Board of Directors, and The 
ELC Steering Committee for all of your direction and         
encouragement during my time that I served as your       
Americorps worker.  This has been a truly rewarding           

Goodbye Everyone, and Thanks For Everything 

Harmony Ritchie 

910 N. Creek Rd. 

Smicksburg, PA 16256 

(814)257-8692 

harm_dawg@yahoo.com 

Look for our booth 
at the Dayton Fair! 

August 14-20 

www.armstrongedutrust.org 


