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The ELC is    
available year 

round for groups, 
and ELC      

Members, to use 
for environmental 

and resource        
conservation   
education,    
workshops,   

meetings, and   
retreats.  Keep 
the ELC in mind 
when planning 

your next event!  
Contact the ELC 

for more       
information. 

Armstrong County’s Best Kept Secret! 
In 2002, the Armstrong Educational Trust assumed responsibility for the operation and 
reorganization of the ELC.  The main building contains a meeting room capable of  
holding 80 people, an exhibit room, a fully equipped kitchen, and overnight              
accommodations for 26 people. Displayed in this building is an extensive collection of 
mounted animals including  raptors and other birds, large and small mammals, snakes 
and fish.  The second building offers a conference room, a classroom, office space, a 
kitchen, and storage.  The ELC also features an interpretive trail and an herb garden. 

Located adjacent to the ELC is the 2,600-acre Crooked Creek Lake Park.  The         
park includes a 400-acre lake open to boating, fishing, swimming, and over seven miles 
of nature trails as well as an equine trail. 

 
RD #3 Box 323B 

Ford City, PA  16226 
 

www.crookedcreekelc.org 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 
 
6:00 p.m. Groundcover for Sun & Shade 
Or Growing Leafy Greens 
 
6:45 p.m. Planting Shade Trees 
Or Soil Management 
 
7: 30 p.m. Pruning Trees for Health 
Or Getting Started with Cut Flowers 
 
8:15 p.m. Safe Use of Pesticides in                
Vegetable &Flower Gardens 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 
 
6:00 p.m. Foundation Landscaping 
 
6:45 p.m. Seed Starting Techniques & Proper 
Supplies 
 
7: 30 p.m. Pick the Right Plant: Confessions of a 
Plant Junkie 
 
8:15 p.m. Herbs 

Need some gardening tips?                       
Attend a few of these classes at the elc! 

Penn State Cooperative Extension 
in Armstrong County 
124 Armsdale Road 
Suite 112 
Kittanning, PA 16201 

Phone (724) 548-3447 
Fax (724) 545-3602 
Email: tag6@psu.edu 

To Register For Classes Please Contact: 



Join us for an Open House to 
discuss new online programs.  
Come to the Armstrong   
Educational Trust on March 
15, 2005 from 3:30 p.m.—
6:00 p.m. for an informative 
session promoting programs 
for Summer 2005.  Programs 
that will be discussed are:   

Clarion:  Associate of Arts:  
Arts and Sciences; Master of       
Science in Rehabilitative      
Sciences; RN to BSN 
Lock Haven: M.Ed. In       
Teaching & Learning; M.Ed.  
In Alternative  Education. 
Mansfield: Bachelor of Arts in 
Art History; M.Ed. In School 
Library & Information       
Technology.    

The Armstrong Educational Trust has 
par tnered w i th  Penn  S tate ’ s           
Educational Opportunity Center to    
offer free  services to eligible adults 
interested in pursuing post secondary 
education.  Free services provided    
include admissions assistance, financial 
aid assistance, and career counseling. 
A representative of the Educational  
Opportunity Center is available on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month on an hourly basis at the    

Armstrong Education Center in West 
Hills Industrial Park.  You can meet 
with a representative FREE of charge 
to get your plan into action.        

Make an appointment today!   

Call: 724-543-2599  

or: 1-800-201-3712.   

Educational Links 

Open House for Online Summer Programs 
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Are you thinking of going back to school?  
Start here!!!    

  

Match your skills with possible 
careers www.careerkey.org  
 
Information about careers                      
http://stats.bls.gov/home.htm 
 
Learn about Fast-Growing 
Jobs  www.acinet.org 
 
Explore health care careers 
www.chc.hcwp.org 

Start exploring career options 
www.careervoyages.gov 
 
U-Promise Program- 
www.upromise.com 
 
Pennsylvania Higher Educa-
tion Assistance Agency 
(PHEAA) www.pheaa.org/ 
www.srnexpress.com 

www.collegeispossible.org 
www.embark.com 
www.finaid.org 
www.wiredscholar.com 
Pennsylvania Dept of Educa-
tion www.pde.state.pa.us/ 
 
PA Virtual Community College                   
www.pavcc.org/index.shtml 
Fafsa on the Web  
www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 



Sugar Creek Rest and Meadow 
Lake Manor of Sugar Creek is 
sponsoring a FREE computer 
skills class for seniors.  You will 
receive hands-on instruction on 
Word Processing, Internet     
Navigation, and E-mail.  The 
class will take place at the     
Armstrong Educational Trust on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 from 
9:00 a.m.—3:00 pm.  Our very 
own Dawn Stewart will be the   

instructor.  You will also receive a 
free lunch, a gift bag, and a certifi-
cate of achievement.  
 
Pre-Registration is required by 
April 1, 2005.  Call Dawn at the 
Armstrong Educational Trust:  
724-543-2599 ext. 221 or             
1-800-201-3712 

Basic Computer Skills for Seniors 

“The roots of Education 
are bitter, but the fruit is 

sweet.” 
-Aristotle 
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Do you need PRAXIS help?  
Do you need Nurse Entrance Test help? 
Do you need training skills? 
CALL US TODAY!!! 

Real  
Learning.  
Real  
Results.   

The Armstrong Educational Trust (AET) has partnered with the      
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education Foundation Inc. to offer 
free access to PLATO Learning Online Adult Education Classes to 
residents of Armstrong County. 
 
Adult learners in Armstrong County can logon to the AET  website at : 
 www.armstrongedutrust.org and click on “What’s New” to view a list of 
online courseware offerings, which include GED 2002 preparation 
courses, life and job skill lessons, basic skills enrichment and more.  For 
Armstrong County residents who do not have internet access, personal 
computers are available at the Armstrong Educational Trust. 

 
To learn more about enrolling in the online adult education 
classes, contact the AET at 724-543-2599 ext. 233. 

Call Now!   
Registration is Limited! 







The government is making it easier for 
employers to find out whether all those 
impressive degrees on a job applicant's 
resume are legitimate or bogus.  The 
Department of Education unveiled a 
Web site with a master list of about 
6,900 academic institutions that have 
proper accreditation. The list should 
help employers distinguish real 
universities from "diploma mills" that 
offer phony educational degrees, most 
often online.  Members of Congress  
announced the Web site as part of a new 
campaign to educate the public about 
the problem of fake degrees. The effort 
was prompted by congressional       
hearings and a Government Account-
ability Office report last year that found 
at least 28 senior-level federal           

employees in eight agencies had bogus   
college degrees.  Until now, the             
government had no uniform way to check 
whether    employees' alma maters are     
legitimate. 
 
The new FTC guidelines list several    
warning signs for fake degrees, including a 
degree earned in a very short period of 
time, several degrees earned in the same 
year, or degrees earned from schools in   
locations different from the applicant's job 
or home.  Employers also should watch out 
for institutions that use names that sound 
like those of well-known colleges or      
universities. 
 
Log on to the website yourself at: 
Http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ 

“Those who bring 
sunshine to the lives of 

others cannot keep it from 
themselves” 

-James Barrie 
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Language and Literature 
March 16:  Presenting Literature to Children Part 1: Session #5               

             RCHED 102-A51 
March 30:  Presenting Literature to Children Part 2: Session #6              

 RCHED 104-A51 
April 6:  How books support children’s intellectual development 
and educate their imaginations: Session #1             RCHED 105-A51 
 
Appropriate Practices 
April 13:  Appropriate practices– school age in day care: Session #3      

 RCHED 134-A51 
April 20:  Child Care– Past, Present, and Future: Session #4                

 RCHED 115-A51 
April 27:  Observing in early childhood settings– Part of the assess-
ment process: Session #8                                      RCHED 120-A51 

Science and Math 

March 2: Math: Session #6                                   RCHED 114-A51 

March 9: The Earth and it’s Weather, Water, and Air : Session #8                         

                                               RCHED 105-A51  

Butler County Community College is   
offering FREE Childcare Classes!  All 
classes will be held at the Armstrong  

Educational Trust on Wednesday nights 
from 6– 9 p.m.         

To Register Call: 724-772-5520 

New Website to check legitimate online degrees 



AET’s Mission: 
Working together 

to promote             
post-secondary   

continuing          
education,             

occupational     
training and        
certification          

programs on a 
timely basis for  

business, industry 
and general         

economic               
development in 

Armstrong County 
and surrounding    

areas. 

www.armstrongedutrust.org 

March 2005 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2      BC3 FREE 

Childcare Class—
6:00 p.m. 

3 Manufacturing 

Consortium   
Meeting 7:30 

4     ELC Steering 

Committee –9:00 a.m. 
AET Partner’s   

Meeting– 11:30 a.m. 

5 

6 7 8 9      BC3 FREE 

Childcare Class—
6:00 p.m. 

10 11 12 

13 14AET Finance 

& Budget Meeting- 
8:00 a.m. 

15 16   BC3 FREE 

Childcare Class –
6:00 p.m. 

17 18 19 

20 21 22  AET Board 

Meeting at the 
ELC –11:30  a.m.  

23    24 25 26 

27 28 29 30   BC3 FREE 

Childcare Class—
6:00 p.m. 

31   

AET Staff 
 

Mindy Knappenberger-Executive Director 
 

Dawn Stewart-Office Manager 
 

Carol Dickey-Evening Receptionist 
 

Dennis Hawley-Program Coordinator-ELC 
 

Harmony Ritchie –Americorps Worker 

Phone: 724-543-2599 
Fax: 724-545-6127 

Armstrong 
Educational 

Trust 

81 Glade Drive 
Kittanning, PA  

16201 


